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BERD@NFDI

BERD@NFDI: Consortium for Business, Economic and Related Data (BERD) in the German 
National Research Data Infrastructure (NFDI)

• Focus on unstructured data in economics and social sciences

• Developing a platform with various data relevant services

• Supporting researchers
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Data Protection is highly relevant in all of these aspects, 
but how can we deal with its challenges in practice?



1. Background

Data Protection Laws & Regulations

GDPR

German National Data Protection Law

16 Federal State Data Protection Laws

Many special Data Protection Laws

+ regulations, opinions, 
       recommendations, essays, 
       commentaries, etc.
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2. Challenges

How can researchers deal with this?

1. ignore legal developments and carry on as before 

2. avoid “risky” research areas relevant to data protection law

3. comply with data protection and conduct research in accordance with the regulations
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2. Challenges

How can researchers deal with this?

1. ignore legal developments and carry on as before 
→ Research leaves the zone of social and legal legitimacy

2. avoid “risky” research areas relevant to data protection law 
→ Research is limited

3. comply with data protection and conduct research in accordance with the regulations

→ Important resources flow from research to legal review and administration
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3. Goals

Why do we need a data protection assistant?
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To design and conduct research in a compliant manner

To minimize the resources of researchers required for achieving this



4. Process

Data Protection Laws & Regulations

GDPR

German National Data Protection Law

16 Federal State Data Protection Laws

Many special Data Protection Laws

+ regulations, opinions, 
       recommendations, essays, 
       commentaries, etc.

→ which rules and laws are relevant?
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4. Process
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4. Process

Legal Assessment

- Comprehensive legal assessment for
       answering the main question
       ("is my handling of data legal")

- Bundling of all necessary
       information

- Resolving legal uncertainties and
       problems
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4. Process

Decision Tree

Advantages:
+ Clearly comprehensible structure
+ Legal consequences presented uniformly
+ Reduction of extensive information to binary questions

Disadvantages:
- Missing information for answering binary questions 
- No interactivity
- Several decision trees
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5. Process Overview
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1. 2. 3.

4. 5.



6. Definition
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interactive 
Object

Structure of the 
Decision Tree

Including information 
needed for navigation



For the development
• Existing open source toolkit instead of own development
• Graphical user interface with freedom in customizability

7. Requirements

For the users
• Comprehensive formulations 
• Sequenced information
• Structured layout
• Useful end result
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Xerte Online Toolkits

https://xerte.org.uk/index.php/en/


8. Implementation & Functionality
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https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/


https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/

8. Implementation & Functionality
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Criterion

Explanation

Question

Answer Options

More Information

Table of Contents

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/


8. Implementation & Functionality
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https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/


9. Conclusion
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https://www.berd-nfdi.de/servicestools/legal-questions-in-data-science/ 

Is privacy law non-transparent 
and incomprehensible?
Not necessarily.

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/servicestools/legal-questions-in-data-science/
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Links and further information

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/newsletter-en/

Overview of iVA:

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/servicestools/legal-questions-in-data-science/

iVA1:

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/ 

iVA2:

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva2/ 

https://www.berd-nfdi.de/
https://www.berd-nfdi.de/newsletter-en/
https://www.berd-nfdi.de/servicestools/legal-questions-in-data-science/
https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva1/
https://www.berd-nfdi.de/iva2/

