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3- Day Virtual Event:
UMD Launches the new 

Social Data Science Center

Bio: Sarah LaRocca is a research scientist on the Demography and Survey Science team at Facebook. 
She works on web surveys that inform decisions both within and outside Facebook. Sarah received 
her BS in environmental science from the University of North Carolina and her MS and PhD in 
environmental systems engineering from Johns Hopkins 
University. At Johns Hopkins, her research focused on risk 
and reliability analysis for critical infrastructure systems, 
particularly in the context of natural disasters and decision-
making for public health. Prior to joining Facebook, she 
worked on survey research at The Messina Group, a political 
consulting firm in Washington, DC, and on the Hillary 
Clinton presidential campaign.


